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TRANSCRIPT OF THE 
Herald of Truth 
. . . . . radio programs 
God Wants Our Friendship 
There is a tho ught in the apost le Paul's lette r to Chris -
tians throughout Galatia that I want yo u to consider 
with me. "But when the right time finally came, God 
sent hi s own Son. He came as the son of a hum an moth er, 
and lived und er the J ewish Law, t o set free those who 
were under th e Law, so that we might become God' s 
sons" (Galati ans 4 :4, 5, Good News for Modern Man, 
American Bible Society Tra nslation, 1966). 
"The right time finally came," Pau l says, "for 
Jesus' appearanc e among men." Hav e you ever asked 
why He came? Ha ve you wond ered abo ut the purpose of 
Hi s stra nge and miraculous birth into our world? 
Th e Bible may be accu rate ly viewed as one con-
tinuous commentar y on th ese questions . In sho rt, let 
me suggest that Chr ist came into the world so that man 
could fully know God again. He was the Word of God 
who became flesh and dwelt among us, John explains in 
his Gosp el (John 1 :1-3, 14). At that poin t in t ime whe n 
men sens ed an overpowering burden of sin and gu ilt, 
when men despa ir ed of life, whe n phil osop hy, govern-
ment, and r elig ion were the mos t ineffectual, "God sent 
his own Son ." According to an eterna l plan God revea led 
Him se lf fully and r edemptive ly in Christ J esus , " in 
whom, " Paul explain s, "we ha ve boldness and acce ss in 
confiden ce thro ugh our faith in him" (Ephe sia ns 3 :8-12). 
Paul descr ibes thi s gr ea t h isto rical ev ent with t he 
Biblical concep t of re conciliation in II Corinthians 5. 
Listen as we read: "Wherefore if any man is in Christ, 
he is a new creatur e: th e old thi ngs a re pa ssed away; 
behold, they are become new. But all thing s are of God, 
who reconci led us to him self thro ugh Chr ist, and ga ve 
unto us the ministry of reconcilia t ion ; to wit , t hat God 
was in Chr ist reconcilin g the world un to him self not 
r eckoning unto them their trespasses, and having com-
mi tted un to us th e word of reconc iliat ion . We ar e am-
bassadors ther efor e on behalf of Chri st, a<:; though God 
were entreating by us; we besee ch you on behalf of 
Christ, be ye reconciled to God. Him who kne w no sin he 
made to be sin on our beha lf; tha t we might become 
the right eousness of God in him" (II Corinthians 5: 17-
21). 
First, we need to ask, "What is reconcili at ion?" This 
is the prominent term in the r eadi ng jus t not iced. "God 
has re concil ed us in Chri st," we are told. But what does 
that m ean? To reconcil e litETally is to exchange or bring 
about a changed r elat ionship. A movement fr om one 
position to ano th er; the exchange of one set of values 
and att itudes for anoth er; and the chang e in one's re-
lati onsh ip to anoth er are among t he many uses of this 
rich word "reco nciliation." One well-kn own stu dent has 
remark ed, "The root me ani ng of the word is an exchange 
of equivale nt va lues, and then, th roug h the ideas of ex-
change of sympathy and mu tual understan din g, the no-
tion of a thoro ugh or radic al change . Thu s reconcili at ion 
has the signific ance of a new stage in per sona l rela t ion-
ship s in which previous host ility of mind or est r ange -
ment has bern put away in some decisive act" (p. 185, 
F. J. Tay lor, A Theological Word Book of the Bible, Alan 
Richard son, Ed ito r) . 
Th e New Testam en t writers employ the term in 
varyi ng contexts thus assist ing us in learning its mean-
ing . Th e word is used to indi cate the act of mak ing peace 
bet ween God and man. Listen to Colossians 1 :19, 20 : 
"For it was the good pleasure of the Father that in 
him should all t he fuln ess dwell; and through him to 
reconcile all things un to himse lf , having made peace 
through the blood of h is cross; thro ugh him, I say, 
whet her thing s upon the eart h, or things in the heavens" 
(Coloss ian s 1 :19, 20). The phr ase "having made peace" 
modifi es the previous stat ement, "reconcile all things 
unto him self" in this verse. Paul is saying that God 
makes peac e with all things in reconciling them to Him-
self. Reconciliati on is God's way of making peace with 
man. 
A similar emphasis is made in Romans 5 regarding 
this Biblical concept. Verse 10 of Romans 5 r eads, "For 
if, while we wer 2 ene mie s, we were reconciled to God 
through the death of his Son, much more, being recon-
ciled, shall we be saved by his life; ... " (Romans 5 :10). 
Here reconciliation is viewed as a change in one's rela-
tionship to Gcd, from enemy to friend. When Paul urges 
in II Corinthians 5 :20, "as though God were entreating 
by us: we beseech you on behalf of Christ, be ye recon-
ciled to God," he says that God wants our friendship, 
God wants you and me to serve Him in harmony and 
peace. 
Reconciliation is the central them e of a long pasrnge 
in Ephesians, chapter 2. At the conclusion of this dis-
cussion we read, "So then ye are no more strangers and 
sojourners, but ye are fellow-citiz ens with the saints, 
and of the hou seho ld of God, ... " (Ephesians 2 :19). 
Paul had just pictured the plight of the Gentiles under 
the Old Testament syste m. He also showed the separa-
tion between the Jews and the Gentiles pointing out that 
Christ had united both because of the common ne ed 
created by sin in all men's lives. He returns to the 
separated and alienated condition of the Genti!ES at the 
conclusion of this discussion about reconciliation and 
makes the statement just noticed. Reconciliation for th e 
Gentiles, th erefore, meant a comp lete change of their 
relations hip s to both Jews and God through Christ. "So 
then," that is, because you have been reconciled to God 
through Christ along with all obedient Jews, "ye are no 
more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fellow-citizens 
with the saints, and of th e household of God." 
These New Testament passag es suggest that recon-
ciliation is God's way of makin g peace with us, God's 
way of chan ging our relation ship to Him from enemy to 
friend, and God's method of breaking down the separat-
ing walls created in our lives by sin and re bellion. "Recon-
ciliation is thus an act rather than a process by which 
men are delivered from a condition of estrangeme nt and 
restored to fEllowship with God; the act is accomplished 
by God through the power of the sacr ifi cia l death of 
Chr ist" (p. 185, F . J . Taylor, A Theological Word Book 
of the Bible, Alan Richardson, Editor) . 
The Bible graphically and repeatedly shows man's 
estrange mrnt and ali enation. This "separa t eness " occurs 
between individu als, among the entire human family, 
and above all between God and man (Eph esia ns 2 :11-19). 
The fle shly man guided by his own unr egenerate mind 
cannot know God, we are told in Romans 8 :6-9 . We have 
alienated ourselves from God and one another by our 
"evil works" (Colossians 1 :21). Sin, disobedienc e, and 
lust hav e created walls an d barriers that will permit 
neither man' s open access to God nor his free communi-
cation and co-operation with his fellow man (Eph esians 
2 :1-3). Isa iah properly assessed our predicament, "Be-
hold, Jehovah's hand is not shortened, that it cannot 
save; neither his ear heavy , that it cannot hear : but 
your iniquities have separated between you and your 
God, and your sins have hid hi s face from you, so that 
he will not hear" (Isaiah 59:1, 2). 
In th e midst of the confusion and separation caused 
by our sin, God has reconciled "all things unto him-
self" (Colossians 1:19, 20). "But all things are of God." 
Paul reminds us, "who reconciled us to himself through 
Christ, and gave unto us the ministry of reconciliation" 
(II Corinthians 5 :18). The "good news" of Christ's 
gospel is that God gives peace to our confused situation 
and offers communication to our walled-up lives , in 
Jesus Christ. Donald Grey Barnhouse once said, "God 
did not have to be reconciled to man because God is 
love. Man had to be reconciled to God because man was 
a helpless , ungodly enemy." 
The New Testament furth er defines reconciliation 
by showing where this great act of becoming God's 
frirnd and receivin g His peace occurs. In Romans 5 we 
learn that "we were reconciled to God through the death 
of his son" (Romans 5 :10). Our relationship to God 
is changed in the death of Christ. In sacrificing Him-
self on Calvary He provid ed alienated mankind the only 
solution to their fragmented and divided existences. 
Paul also teac hes th at in "our Lord Jesus Christ 
.. . we have now received the reconciliation" (Romans 
5 :11). Chri st is the foca l point of God's love for divided 
mankind (John 3 :16) . Christ is central to God's re -
deeming grace now full y available to sinful man (Titus 
2:14). Christ speaks to our age of relati vism in these 
term s : "I am the way, the truth, and the life: no one 
cometh unto the Father, but by me" (John 14:6). To 
know God, to be God's fr iend, to have complet e open-
ness with the human family, we come to Christ in 
obedient surrend er. God has "reconcil ed us to himself 
through Christ ," Paul explains in II Corinthians 5. 
In another New Testa ment passage the all-im-
portant act of reconcilia tion is further taught. "And , 
\ 
\ 
you, being in time past alienated and enemies in your 
mind in your evil works, yet now hath he r econc iled in 
the body of hi s fle sh through death, to present you 
holy and without blemish and unrepr ovable before him: 
... " (Coloss ian s 1 :21, 22). The body of Christ is where 
our reconciliation to God occurs. Christ' s body was given 
in service to mankind and in sacrifice for all sinners. 
Th e great recon ciliat ion passage of the New Testa -
ment, however, is Ephesians 2: 11-22. I wa nt us to read 
t his entire passage together. Listen carefully: "Where-
fore remember, that once ye, the Gentiles in the fle sh, 
who are called Uncircumcision by that which is called 
Circumcision, in the flesh, made by hands; that ye 
were at that time separate from Christ, alienated from 
the commonwealth of Israel, and strange rs from t he 
covenants of promise, havin g no hope and without God 
\ 
in the world. But now in Christ Jesus ye that once 
were far off are made nigh in the blood of Christ. For 
he is our peace, who made both one, and brake down 
the middle wall of partition, having abolished in his 
flesh the enmity, even the law of commandments con-
tained in ordinances; that he might crea te in him self 
of the two one new man, so making peace; and mi ght 
reconcile them both in one body unto God through the 
cross, having slain the enmity thereby; and he came 
and preached peace to you that were far off, and peace 
to them that were nigh: for through him we both have 
our access in one Spirit unto the Father. So then ye 
are no more strangers and sojourners, but ye are fel-
low-citi zws with the saints , and of the household of 
God, being bui lt upon the foundat ion of the apost les 
an d prophets, Christ Jesus him se lf be ing the chief 
corner stone; in whom each severa l building, fitly 
framed together , groweth into a holy temple in the 
Lord; in whom ye also are builded toget her for a habi-
tation of God in th e Spirit (Ephe sians 2 :11-22). 
On th e cross the death of Christ, the sacrifice of 
His body and blood, created those condition s that re-
concile man to God, that unite man to man, and produce 
the great church of all the saved. Reconciliation be-
tw een man and God and between man and man occurs 
at the cross, at Calvary, in the sacrificial death of Jesus 
Chr ist. In Christ, in the body of Christ , in the death of 
Chri st, we are offered friendship with God. One can-
not consider Golgotha without knowing that God wants 
our friendship! 
"The word of the cross," as Paul uses the phras e, 
is " the word of reconciliation" about which we are talk-
ing. Those of us who know the re sult of God's recon-
ciling power and love have been given a "ministry 
of reconciliation" with a "word of reconciliation" to 
proclaim to the world (II Corinthians 5 :18, 19). This 
message is not an involved theological treatise. It cer -
tainly does not consist of involved logic and cloudy 
rhEtoric. Paul defines this "word of reconciliation" 
when he says, "For the word of the cross is to them 
that perish foolishness; but unto us who are saved it 
is the power of God" (I Corinthians 1 :18). 
To become God's friend, to experience his recon-
l II 
ciliation in your life, you must place yourself where ) 
reconciliation occurs. We have just noticed in detail I 
that we ar e changed from enemy to friend, and given f I 
the peace and harmony of God, in Christ, in His body, } 
and in death. This Biblical principle brings into proper / 
perspective the many New Testament teachings about I 
how we rrnch Christ, come into His body, and con-
tact His death. 
Our entrance into Christ or union with Christ oc-
curs in bapti sm, Galatians 3 :2,6, 27 tells us. "For ye 
are all sons of God, through faith, in Christ Jesus. For 
as many of you as were baptized into Christ did put 
on Christ." To know Christ and to come into a mean-
ingful relationship with Him requires the baptism of 
a penitent believer. 
We also reach the body of Christ in the same man-
ner. "For in one Spirit were we all baptized into one 
body, whether Jews or Greeks, whether bond or free, 
and were all made to drink of one Spirit" (I Corinthians 
12 :13). Members hip in the body of Christ, meaningful 
relationship with Christ in His body, is for those who 
by baptism are made a living part of that living body. 
But this is also the manner by which we come 
into personal contact with Christ's death. Paul says, 
"Or are ye ignorant that all we who were baptized into 
Christ J esus were baptized into his death? We were 
buried ther efore with him through baptism into death: 
that like as Christ was raised from the dead through 
the glory of the Father, so we also might walk in new-
ness of life. For if we have become united with him in 
the likeness of his reath, we shall be also in the like-
ness of hi s resurrection; ... " (Roman s 6: 3-5). 
Our discuss ion today does not concern the various 
opinions that men have held through the centuries, 
even into our own time, about baptism and its place in 
the Christian religion. Our study has emphasized 
the reconciliation of man to God. We have listened to 
God, in His Word, offer us peace, friendship, forgive-
ness, and eternal life . All of this becomes ours as His 
gift to us when we are reconciled to Him. But this great 
act occurs only in Christ Jesus, in His death, in the 
giving of His body on the cross. And everywhere we 
turn in the New Testament for a way to know Christ, 
for a method to personally reach and appropriate the 
results of His death, and to become a meaningful part 
of His body, we always come to baptism. New Testa -
ment baptism is imm ersion in water of the believing 
soul who in repentance and public avowal of faith 
comes to know Jesus, to become a member of Hi s body, 
and to reach His death. With Paul I urge you "as 
though God wer e entreating by us: ... on behalf of 
Christ, be ye reconciled to God" (II Corinthians 5:20). 
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